
It was with great emotion that we, as a 
church, bid farewell to Rev. Tom 
Laverty. A special farewell service was 
held on Friday 19

th
 February, which 

saw more than 400 people turn out to 
wish Rev. Laverty well in his new post 
as Minister of the Liverpool 
congregation. 

Rev. Stephen Pollock opened in prayer 
before Rev. Garth Wilson read from 
Acts chapter 21. Rev. Laverty, who 
served as assistant minister of 
Ballymena from October 2012 to 2015 
was presented with a copy of 
God's Word from Mr James McCosh.  

During a tribute, Rev. Greer said: "I 
really value the years when Rev. 
Laverty served here as assistant 
minister, he'll be sorely missed. “He is a 
great man of prayer. Nobody in my time 
here could lift a prayer meeting the way 
he did, and I say that with thankfulness 
to God.” Speaking to Rev. Laverty, he 
said: "Your ministry here has been 
invaluable. You are a good friend and a 
brother in Christ, and I trust God will 
bless you richly as you go forward." 
Rev. Greer then presented Rev. 
Laverty with three books as a token of 
his personal appreciation. 
  
Rev. Laverty then told the gathered 
congregation of his call to the city of 
Liverpool, saying, "There is only one 
who could have taken me away from 
Ballymena, and that was the Lord.” He 
added, "I was in Liverpool back in 
October and began to pray if God 
wanted me to go there." He explained 
that in November he was preaching in 
Bridlington, when his flight home was 

cancelled, and he was forced to travel 
home through Liverpool. He continued: 
"In the presbytery meeting in December 
2015, the Liverpool church applied to 
call a minister, and the call was issued 
to me on December 30, 2015. I was 
given a great promise from God from 
Genesis 28 v 15: ‘And behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places.'  
 
Rev. Greer preached on the words ‘his 
ministry’ from Acts 21 v 19, outlining 
the personal, powerful and prosperous 
nature of the ministry of the apostle 
Paul. Rev. Beggs led in the sending 
forth prayer and Rev. Ian Brown closed 
the meeting in prayer.  

The British mainland has been much 
on our minds in recent weeks; chiefly 
because of the departure of Mr. Laverty 
to Liverpool to commence his ministry 
there. As a congregation, we are 
encouraged with the fact that the Lord 
has thrust out another labourer into His 
harvest. We look forward to reports of 
what the Lord will do in the Merseyside 
in coming days. 
 
The week after Mr. Laverty’s ordination, 
I was privileged to travel to the south-
eastern English county of Suffolk to a 
little village, Walsham-le-Willows, to 
preach for two nights in a week-long 
Easter Convention. The meetings were 
held in Walsham-le-Willows 
Congregational Church, an 
independent assembly of believers. 
While there, I stayed with Dr. David 
Allen and his wife and enjoyed their 
fellowship and hospitality. It was a 

blessing to my soul to minister the 
Word of God to people with a hunger 
and an appetite for Christ and to 
witness their 
desire to 
stand for the 
Saviour. 
 
In addition to 
the blessing 
of preaching to this group of believers, I 
returned home with a fresh perspective 
on the Lord’s cause on the mainland. 
Very often we in this part of the UK 
conclude that there is very little left in 
England, in terms of a witness for truth. 
But I believe this is not an accurate 
view at all. Across the counties of 
England there are many pockets of 
brethren and sisters in Christ with a 
great love for Christ; believers who long 
for the Lord to visit the nation again. It 
is an honour to minister to these dear 

people and to stand with them. Pray for 
this little fellowship of about thirty-five 
people in Walsham-le-Willows. They 
are presently without a pastor and long 
that the Lord would raise up someone 
to fill that role among them. 
 
Suffolk was the scene of the labours of 
Bishop John Charles Ryle for many 
years, prior to his becoming the first 
Bishop of Liverpool. From 1844 to 1861 
he ministered in Helmingham; and then 
from 1861 to 1880 in Stradbroke. Apart 
from Bishop Ryle, Suffolk and the 
surrounding counties of East Anglia 
were the scenes of the labours of many 
of the Puritans. These same locations 
were also the scenes of the martyrdom 
of many of the Lord’s people under the 
tyranny of Mary Tudor. The blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the Church. May 
the Lord remember their blood and 
move again for His glory. 

 



 Can you tell us about your family 
background in Ballymena  

 I was born into a home the eldest of 
five children. Both my parents were 
saved in their youth, resulting in their 
children being instructed in the 
Christian Faith. In my early years, our 
family attended Clonavon 
Congregational Church before moving 
to Ballymena Free Presbyterian Church 
in the early 1980’s. Although I grew up 
being shown by my parents and 
Sabbath School teachers my need of 
Salvation, as yet I had not experienced 
the saving power of Christ in my life. As 
I grew up into my teenage years I was 
not openly rebellious, but one who had 
been deceived by his own thoughts. 
Little did I know that I had in my 
possession a heart that was deceitful 
above all things and desperately 
wicked. In many ways, I had built 
around myself a self-righteous belief 
that God had already accepted me, 
because of who I was, and because of 
my upbringing. I may not have been 
frequenting bars or the clubs, but I was 
a young man with a heart against God, 
a teenager in need of God’s grace. 
 

 Tell us about your conversion and 
teenage years. 

It was at the Lord’s Day evening in 
Ballymena FPC when the Whitefield 
students were taking the service that I 
was brought under deep conviction of 
sin.  Our family had planned to attend 
Castlegore mission hall after the 
evening service; and it was after that 
service, still under conviction, that I 
gave my life to Jesus Christ in the 

home of Mr. David McClintock. I 
began to take an interest in attending 
‘Youth Fellowship’ and the prayer 
meeting. It was here that I experienced 
the Lord’s grace in helping me grow as 
a Christian. I am grateful for men like 
Mr. David Wilson, Mr. John Smith, and 
Mr. Robert Orr who invited me to speak 
at various meetings as a young 
Christian. I also recall Mr. Roy 
Sampson approaching me to help as a 
Sunday school teacher, my first post 
was being placed as ‘assistant’ to his 
dear wife  Dorothy who is now at home 
with the Lord. After a few weeks I can 
still remember ‘Big Roy’, as we knew 
him, coming over in his inimitable style, 
huge hand on the shoulder and that 
smile, saying, ‘Brother, you are now in 
charge of the class!’ I was terrified at 
the thought of teaching a class on my 
own, but I deeply appreciated Roy’s 
confidence in giving me the 
opportunity.  
 

 How did you feel the call to full 
time service? 

The years to follow were to be 
marked by a strong conviction that the 
Lord was calling me to train for the 
Christian ministry.  In 1996/97, I spoke 
with Rev. Beggs about the ministry. As 
a very wise man, he talked with me and 
gave me a copy of Spurgeon’s 
‘Lectures to his Students’. In 2001/02, 
the conviction of Christian ministry was 
rekindled and stronger than ever, so I 
approached Rev Greer and explained 
that the conviction for ministry was 
irrepressible.  Kay and I were deeply 
grateful for his guidance at that time, 
knowing that entrance to the ministry 

would bring seismic changes to our 
lives. In 2003, I applied and was 
accepted by Presbytery for formal 
theological training.  
 

 Tell us something of your ministry 
so far. 

During my final year at College, I was 
placed in Lisburn FPC as assistant to 
the minister; this opportunity would 
provide tremendous experience. In 
November 2007, I received a call to  
Mount Merrion FPC and was ordained 
as minister on the 6th December 2007. 
After almost seven and a half years of 
ministry in East Belfast the Lord in a 
very definite manner led us to serve 
Him in Antrim. We have been there 
since August 2015. 
 

 Tell us something of your family 
life. 

Kay and I have seven children, Adam 
(13), Lois (12), Charlotte (11), Aaron 
(10), Johannah (9), Daniel (7) and    
Erin (3).  
Ministry brings many changes to a 
family; some of the older children have 
early memories of growing up in the 
Ballymena Church before moving to 
Belfast, where they grew very attached 
to the people in Mount Merrion. We are 
thankful to the Lord for the way in 
which he has helped the family to settle 
well into the work in Antrim. We are 
grateful for the prayers and 
encouragement of our home 
congregation in Ballymena. 

 

  

 



It was with joy and anticipation that a 
good crowd from the Ballymena church 
arrived at Salop Chapel, Liverpool, for 
the ordination and installation of Rev. 
Tom Laverty.  Ministers, elders, and 
friends had made the journey to be 
present and this proved to be a great 
encouragement to Rev. Laverty.  

The service, led by Rev. Ian Brown 
(interim moderator), began with the 
powerful singing of Psalm 65, followed 
by the opening prayer by Rev. David 
Stewart.  Rev. Greer brought the 
scripture reading and greetings from 
Presbytery and Rev. Brown brought 
the prescribed questions leading to the 
subscription to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith by Rev. Laverty.  
 
The moderator, Rev. Thomas Murray 
prayed as the elders and ministers laid 
hands on the newly installed minister 
and then brought the charge to the 
minister and congregation. He took his 
text as Rev 1 v 16; “And he had in his 

right hand seven stars and out of his 
mouth went a twoedged sword: and his 
countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength.” He explained that the 
stars in the right Hand of Christ were 
his ministers to the churches. They 
were there by Divine creation; their job 
was to shine brightly for Him and also 
to lead (a.) sinners to Christ (b.) saints 
who were weary to much needed 
encouragement. It was a wonderful 
picture of the role of the minister and 
the promise that, as Rev. Laverty 
sought to fulfil the role set out in 
Scripture, he would be held in the 
Saviour’s Hand. 
 
Following the offering hymn, 
welcoming remarks were made by 
Liverpool’s clerk of Session Mr. Albert 
Robinson. He thanked Rev. Brown for 
acting as interim moderator on two 
occasions now and hoped it would be 
a very long time before his services 
would be required again!  
 
Rev. Laverty then made some 
remarks, referring to Genesis 28 v 15, 
and giving an account of how the Lord 
had called him to Liverpool. He 
summarised by saying personally: 
The Gospel has changed my life 

The Gospel has brought me here 
The Gospel will see souls saved 
The Gospel will see a work done in 
Liverpool. 
 
After the concluding prayer by Rev. 
David Smith, a delicious tea was 
provided across the road in a function 
room of Everton Football Club, kindly 
granted. 
 
It was a privilege to have been in 
attendance and see our good friend 
and colleague Rev. Laverty take this 
memorable step in his ministry. 
Continue to pray for him and the small 
congregation in Salop Chapel, that 
through their labours many will be 
drawn to the Saviour in that great city.  

A special presentation was made to Mr Roy 
Sampson at the annual meeting. This was to 
thank him for his many years serving as Clerk of 
Session in 
Ballymena.  

As a congregation we would like to 
extend our sincere sympathy to Mrs 
Greer and the whole family on the 
death of her dear mother. Mrs Lily 
Edgar passed away to be with the 
Lord on Sunday 20th March after a 
prolonged period of weakness. She 
will be missed 
as a beloved 
mother, mother 
in law, 
grandmother 
and great 
grandmother. 
“Precious in the 
sight of the Lord 
is the death of 
His saints.” 

Aaron and Louise Montgomery 
with Elijah and new baby 
daughter Thea, who is now 
home from hospital. Aaron and 
Louise deeply appreciate the 
congregation’s ongoing 
prayers for Thea’s health. 



The apostle John records in Revelation 
12 V 11: “And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony;” It is God’s amazing 
grace that I can write these few words 
of testimony.  
 
I was born on the 31

st
 of July 1973 in 

the city of London; and there with my 
parents we lived for a few years, before 
returning to Ballymena. From the age 
of five, I was faithfully sent along to 
Sunday school, children’s meetings 
and church services. I attended the 
local Congregational and Gospel Hall 
meetings, learning and enjoying the 
children’s stories, Bible verses and 
choruses. When I think of this, I see 
God’s hand on my life for the first time, 
as my father did not attend any church 
and my mother attended mass with my 
grandparents. Around the age of 11 I 
had a faithful old Sunday school 
teacher Jack M’Cready, who took great 
care in explaining my need of salvation, 
the message of Calvary and also what 
would happen to me if I neglected 
God’s dear Son. 
 
As I came to my teenage years 
however, rebellion and sin had their 
grip on me, and the world held much 
attraction. In Isaiah 53 v6 we read – “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way”.  
I got into trouble at school; I joined one 
of the local flute bands and was 
exposed to all that went with being in a 
band - the bars and nightclubs. At the 
age of eighteen, I had no job and no 
direction in life.  Then I met a girl who 
became my loving wife and when we 
had a baby boy, my life had to change. 
I found full time employment in Dale 
Farm dairies, and I thought my life had 
taken a turn for the better.  
 
While on holiday in September 2008, 

however,  I was standing on the Golden 
Gate Bridge in San Francisco 
supposedly enjoying myself. Suddenly 
my thoughts were turned to 
remembering what my old Sunday 
school teacher had taught me and 
saying to myself - here you are and 
you’re still not saved. The words of 2

nd
 

Timothy 3v15 say “And that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus.” 
I continued with this sense of sadness 
on my return from holiday. At work we 
had a radio in the office, and on a 
Sunday I heard a programme called 

‘Let the Bible Speak’. This helped to 
intensify what I knew as a child and the 
thought of what would happen to me 
without a Saviour. It affected me so 
much that I would turn the radio off or 
the volume down in my car when the 
advertisement of LTBS would come on; 
just the introductory music being played 
was enough to convict me. 
 
By February 2009, the conviction of sin 
was keeping me from sleeping; all I 
could see and remember was my sinful 
past.  I was exhausted by this load of 
sin I was carrying, I didn’t know which 

way to turn, all I knew was I wanted  
the promise of Heaven and  my sins 
forgiven.  On Thursday the 12

th
 of 

February when I walked into the 
factory, the first person I bumped into 
was a Christian. I remembered his 
brother was saved and also an old 
friend I could talk to, so David arranged 
for me to meet Tom Laverty.  
 
I arrived that Friday afternoon at his 
house, knowing nothing of Tom’s 
connection with the Ballymena church 
or Rev. Greer’s ministry on the radio. I 
explained how I was feeling, and Tom 
told me what I already knew, that I 
needed to be saved. The voice of the 
Liar was telling me - how could I be 
saved or become a Christian - what 
about this sin and that sin. Little did I 
know this was the battle of the devil not 
letting go of one of his own!  But the 
Bible tells us that the Son of God came 
that He might destroy the works of the 
devil and also that Jesus came to seek 
and save that which is lost. That Friday 
afternoon, 13

th
 February 2009, I went 

into Rev. Tom Laverty’s home a sinner 
lost and exhausted with the load of sin, 
and left that evening having called 
upon the name of the Lord with tears of 
joy, freed from the bondage of 
darkness and delivered into the 
Kingdom of Light. 
 
I can now tell you how the Lord further 
transformed my home six months later, 
when I had the joy of seeing my wife 
being led to the Lord by Rev. Greer 
after a Sunday evening Gospel service. 
I have also had the privilege of serving 
the Lord in the open air in our own 
town, in the Republic of Ireland and the 
UK mainland along with Christ’s 
servant Rev. Tom Laverty. 
 
May the Lord have all the glory in these 
few words of testimony.    

Nicky is a close friend of Rev. Laverty, 

and here he tells of how our radio ministry through LTBS was 

instrumental in his conversion to Christ. 

 

Thursday 14th April - Baptismal Service 
Friday 6th May -  Final Youth Service 
Saturday 7th May - SS Exam 
Tuesday 10th May - Election of Elders 
Friday 27th May - Sunday School BBQ 

February 2016  March  2016  

Ave weekly offering £ 5133.00 Ave weekly offering £ 5089.00 

Building Fund £   957.00 Building Fund £ 1005.00 

UK Fund £   120.90 UK Fund £   150.04 

Home & F Missions £ 2020.00 Home & F Missions £ 2174.00 

Rev Laverty £ 5863.82 Rev Patterson £ 1035.00 

Angel Alvarez £   917.70 Rev Laverty £     60.00 

Brian Lorimer £ 1260.00 Nepal £     55.00 

Joanne Greer £     50.00   

Kenya & Uganda £   100.00   

 

email - cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org 
 

Church website - www.ballymenafpc.org  

@ 


