
a word from our minister
Elsewhere in this edition, you will read 
a report from Dr. Stephen Pollock on 
the first anniversary of his ministry in 
the USA as pastor of Malvern Free 
Presbyterian Church. It is encouraging 
to us in his home congregation to read 
of the God-given progress in the church 
where he now labours for Christ. He has 
not been forgotten among us. He, his 
wife and family and congregation are 
often remembered before the Lord.

As you are aware, the work in Malvern 
holds a large place in my heart. It is 
a little over thirty-five years ago, on 
March 19th 1983,  that my wife and I 
and our three oldest children set off to 
serve Christ in the fledgling work in the 
suburbs of Philadelphia. 

This year the Malvern congregation will 
celebrate its fortieth anniversary, having 
been constituted in the early part of 

1978.   Meetings to mark the formation 
of the church have been arranged for the 
early part of June, and Dr. Pollock has 
invited me to preach. Understandably, 
I am looking forward very much to the 
visit, as is my wife who will be traveling 
with me, the Lord willing. Please pray 
that the Lord will give a blessed time in 
the ministry of the Word.

Before then, however, there is a busy 
schedule; especially with the outreach 
mission in Lisnafillan due to commence  
on April 15th, DV. This will be our third 
mission in Lisnafillan. In both 2004 and 
2009, gospel meetings were held under 
the auspices of our church; and on each 
occasion the Lord worked. We thank 
God for fruit that remains. Pray much 
that once again the Lord will be pleased 
to move. It is a privilege to evangelise 
around this town and area and seek 
for the conversion of souls to Christ. 

Covenant before the Lord to pray for 
and support the meetings and use the 
brochures to invite family and friends. I 
covet your prayers for an outpouring of 
the Spirit on preacher and people. Plead 
for such to happen, and the Lord will 
give the increase.
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You can’t help reflecting on the past 
when you hit certain milestones in life. 
We arrived in Pennsylvania on the 23rd 
March, 2017, and so have just passed 
the one year mark. Undoubtedly as 
the months pass, we have become 

increasingly familiar with the routines 
of life in a new country, yet at the same 
time increasingly we feel the distance 
from friends and family. 

I am so thankful for the Lord’s kindness 
to us. I’ve been called to a church that 
loves the Lord, valuing reverent worship 
and the plain preaching of the Word. I so 
appreciate a people who are prepared to 
listen attentively to the Word, and then 
search the Scriptures to see if these 
things be so. They are a warm-hearted 
and kind people who have received the 

family graciously. The past few months 
have seen growth in attendance with 
new families coming in. It is a joy to 
see young families in the Lord’s house 
and the church is so grateful for these 
encouragements from the Lord.
  
We’d greatly value your prayers for a few 
matters. We are looking forward to Rev. 
Greer visiting for the 40th anniversary. 
Please pray for the Lord’s presence 
in those meetings and that visitors will 
come in under the Word. We’d also 
ask that you pray the same prayers for 
the FPC International Congress which 
we’re hosting mid-summer. After that 
we are working towards an election for 
new elders. We have no sitting elders 
at present so this is a vital time for 
the development of the work. Please 
also pray for a new opening in the 
radio ministry, as we broadcast from 
York, Pennsylvania each weekend, 
commencing 8th April. 

I can’t tell how thankful I also am for your 
prayers for Cherith and the children. 
Cherith has been looking after a new 
monthly Ladies’ Fellowship meeting. 
The ladies have been greatly blessed 
by meeting together and fellowshipping 
in these meetings. The children are 
attending a Baptist school in the area. 
Whilst they all miss friends from ‘home’ 
they have been enjoying American 

school life. It is different in many ways, 
and I’ve been impressed at how well 
they have adapted. The school staff 
have been tremendous in the Christian 
love they have shown in the school 
context. Please continue to pray that the 
children will continue to develop good, 
solid friendships. 

We can certainly look back and rejoice 
that the Lord has gone before us and 
been with us. In all of the Lord’s work 
we are in a spiritual battle. Whilst, we 
are greatly encouraged, it is no time 
for complacency. Please pray with us; 
for the protection and progress of the 
cause of Christ in Pennsylvania and in 
the Free Presbyterian Church of North 
America. We greatly need the Lord to 
call men into the ministry. We greatly 
need God to come and revive the hearts 
of His people. 

THE POLLOCK FAMILY - ONE YEAR ON

senior citizen’s dinner

Rev Stephen Pollock

Some years ago Mr. Matthew Higgins, a young 
Australian Christian with a zeal to serve Christ, 
found our church on Sermon Audio. Becoming 
a regular listener, he later felt God’s call to the 
ministry. He joined Perth Free Presbyterian 
church in Western Australia and then came to 
the Whitefield College to study for the ministry. 
On Thursday 5th April he was joined in marriage 
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Congratulations to Andrew and Catriona 
Fleming on the birth of their first baby, 
Alice Jane Fleming.

parents’ night
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Rodney and Debbie McCosh welcomed a 
second little girl, Sophie Elizabeth into their 
family. Pictured is Sophie with big sister, Isla.

Noah Brown welcoming his new little 
sister, Heidi Elizabeth into the family. 
Congratulations to Joel and Alice Brown.

Once again the Friday night children’s 
work has come to an end. First and 
foremost we thank the Lord for His 
gracious hand upon the work and His 
many blessings bestowed upon us. 
We give thanks to the Lord for working 
in the hearts of boys and girls.  We 
have had the privilege of having many 
children come in, from different areas 
of our town. We praise the Lord for the 
Roman Catholic children who continue 
to come to our meetings. We thank the 
Lord for keeping this door open in the 
north end of Balllymena! 

We finished the season with Parents’ 
night, we encouraged once again with 

the number of parents that came along, 
some in for the first time. Mr Andrew 
Stewart, a third year Whitefield student, 
was the guest speaker. We give 
thanks to the Lord for His presence in 
the meeting. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone involved 
in the children’s meetings for their hard 
work over another season. I also thank 

God’s people for their prayers. Please 
continue to pray for the work throughout 
the summer, when outreaches and 
Bible clubs will take place.  Above all, 
pray that the Lord will save many of 
these children, and one day make them 
mighty men and women of God, and 
preachers of God’s precious word. 

At the Annual General Meeting, as 
is the recent custom, only financial 
reports are given on the night. Other 
church works are reported at Tuesday 
night prayer meetings during the year.  

This year, the Church Financial report 
was brought by Mr Peter Maternaghan 
and the Missionary Financial report 
by Mr Alastair Hamilton. Following 
these reports, special presentations 

were made by Mr 
James McCosh, 
Sunday School 
Superintendent 
and Rev Greer 
to former Sunday 
School teachers 

who continue with us as communicant 
members. Each of these brethern and 
sisters was presented with a copy of 
the Scriptures and a commemorative 
plaque in recognition of their years of 
service teaching the boys and girls. 

The preacher on the evening was Rev 
Gordon Dane, deputy moderator. He 
spoke from Haggai ch 2 v 19b “from 
this day will I bless you.”

Mr Philip McClintock

The meeting took place on Tuesday 27th March 
2018, with guest preacher, Rev Gordon Dane.



David and May Wilson have been members of Ballymena church for many 
years. In 2010 David was elected to the Kirk Session.MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

David’s Story
Psalm 34 v 6 says; “This poor man 
cried, and the Lord heard him, and 
saved him out of all his troubles.”

North Belfast was my birthplace, and I 
attended Oldpark Presbyterian Church 
where I was taught the gospel by faithful 
Sunday school teachers.  I joined the 
Life Boys when I was nine years old. I 
also attended a Friday night Children’s 
Meeting under the auspices of Belfast 
City Mission.

At twelve years of age, I started to 
attend Eglinton Presbyterian Church 
and became a member of the Boy’s 
Brigade. A short time later I joined their 
Pipe Band.  The band started to enter 
competitions every Saturday during the 
summer months.  It was there that I met 
May, who was a member of the City of 
Belfast Girl Pipers, who also competed 
at the competitions. I got to know May 
during this time and decided to invite 
her to our Boy’s Brigade Display. She 
came along and as they say ‘the rest 
is history’.

We got married in 1966, and continued 
attending church regularly on the Lord’s 
Day, and I was also still involved in the 
BB during the week with the younger 
members.

In 1968, Joyce was born. When she was 
four years old we moved to Ballymena 
to be closer to my workplace.  A few 
days later, two men from the Waveney 
Road Tabernacle called to enquire if we 
had any children who would like to join 
the Sunday school.  We sent Joyce to 
Sunday school the following Sunday, 
and May stayed for the morning 
service, to make sure she heard the 
gospel.  May’s mind was made up after 

hearing the gospel faithfully preached 
by Mr. Beggs.

May was expecting our second child, 
Gordon, and had been taken into 
hospital due to complications. The 
following Sunday I took Joyce to the 
morning service, and as Mr Beggs 
preached I came under conviction.

After visiting May on the Monday night 
I was still under great conviction. I left 
the hospital a little earlier for I wanted 
to speak to Mr Beggs.  I arrived down 
at the Tabernacle at the end of the 
Monday night prayer meeting. I went in 
and spoke to Mr. Beggs, and he led me 
to the Lord.

May’s Story
I was brought up in the Castlereagh 
area of Belfast, the third child of four, 
having two sisters and a brother. My 
maternal grandparents and all of my 
mother’s brothers and sisters were 
saved and involved in the Lord’s work.
We had a very strict upbringing, and had 
our different chores to do in the home. 
After our evening meal on Saturday we 
prepared Sunday dinner, polished our 
shoes and anything that was needed to 
be done was done before Sunday.

As a family we attended Ravenhill 
Presbyterian Church each Sunday.  

After the evening service, we, along 
with our aunts and uncles often had 
supper at our grandparents home.  After 
supper we gathered around the organ 
and sang hymns before going home.  
Our parents sent us along to Sunday 
School and the Friday night children’s 
meeting at Castlereagh Evangelical 
Church. There we were faithfully taught 
the Scriptures.

I was saved when I was about six years 
old. I cannot remember the date, but I 
certainly remember the occasion. My 
Sunday school teacher had just finished 
her message and asked if anyone in 
the class would like to get saved. At that 
stage, I knew I could no longer put it 
off.  It was in a little room at the back of 
the hall. Sitting on a wooden bench with 
my Sunday school teacher, I asked the 
Lord into my heart.  I was so happy to be 
saved from a lost eternity. I went on well 
with the Lord until my teen years, when 
I became careless in reading my Bible, 
in prayer, and in attending the House 
of God. After moving to Ballymena and 
sitting under the ministry of Mr. Beggs, 
the Lord restored me. I prayed much 
for David’s salvation and the Lord 
answered in a miraculous way.

One of my favourite portions of 
scripture is Philippians Ch. 4 v 7 – “And 
the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

This reading was very precious to me 
especially in 2009 and 2014 when I had 
major heart surgery. I knew the situation 
was serious, but I just left the matter 
with the Lord and he gave me a great 
peace within. I can truly say, “What a 
wonderful Saviour is Jesus my Lord.”

email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

Sunday 15th April 8.00pm – Lisnafillan 
Mission commences 
Tuesday 17th April – Deputation Meeting with 
Mr. Jonathan Smith
Monday 23rd April – Ladies Fellowship
Saturday 11th May – Sunday School 
Examination

February 2018 March 2018
Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Nepal Orphans
Kenya
Uganda
Mr C Killen
Rev J Hanna
Missionary Boxes

£ 5735
£ 2050
£   855
£     74
£ 1000
£   500
£   500
£   300
£     50
£     54

Average weekly offering
Home & Foreign Missions
Building Fund
UK Fund
Mr R McConnell
Joanne Greer
Uganda Chair Project
Uganda
Nepal Orphans
Rev J Hanna
LTBS

£ 5328
£ 3221
£   806
£   118
£ 1188
£   520
£   350
£   220
£   100
£     50
£     50


