
Alastair Hamilton updates us on the work in Uganda and tells of his recent 
visit on behalf of the Mission Board.

I was privileged to travel to Uganda in 
January, along with Mission Board 
Chairman Rev Harris, Mission Board 
member Rev Gray and Moderator Rev 
Murray. Having heard many reports 
over the past 18 months, it was good to 
actually see the facilities myself, and to 
meet Pastor Andrew and other 
members of the church. Unfortunately I 
was not able to see the school in 
operation as all schools across Uganda 
will not restart until after the elections 
on 18th February. They have all been 
closed since the end of November ! 

We received a really warm welcome 
from everyone on the campus. They 
took great encouragement from our 
stay following the visits by the Mission 
Board and work teams last year. Even 
though the school was closed, we did 
see some of the boarders who were 
busy repainting the bed frames from 
the dormitories. The Lord’s day service 

was a real 
highlight and I 
had the 
opportunity of 
bringing 
greetings 
from The 
Missionary 
Council and 

the Ballymena Church. Having 
explained that it was the home church 
of “Miss Joanne”, I got instant 
recognition and a room full of smiling 
faces.  

The ministers then commenced a week 
of teaching meetings for the pastors 
from the surrounding churches. I 
travelled to Kampala for a series of 
meetings to progress the legal options 
for our possible ownership of the 
school and church. I spent some time 
with our solicitor and accountant before 
meeting with the Education Board, The 

NGO Board, the Church Registration 
organisation and  Land Registry. All of 
these meetings were beneficial and I 
am encouraged by the feedback that I 
received.  

There are still important steps in our 
plan that will require approvals from 
these bodies in Uganda and I would 
ask that you continue to pray that the 
Lord would guide the Mission Board as 
we discuss the plans and that the 
necessary approvals may be obtained 
to allow our work to commence in that 
needy land. 

You will notice that this edition of 
Cornerstone has quite an emphasis on 
youth. We are thankful to the Lord for 
the number of young people whom He 
has saved over the past years; young 
people who show growth in grace and 
the evidence of love for the Lord. Many 
of the older saints in the congregation 
often express to me their joy in seeing 
the interest that these fellows and girls 
have in the things of God.  
 
Frequently in our prayer meetings, and 
rightly so, there is much intercession on 
behalf of the rising generation. This 
prayer for the young is according to 
Scripture. In Psalm 144:12, David, the 
man of God, prays for the youth of the 
Lord’s congregation. It is prayer that is 
concerned with the protection of the 
sons and daughters of Israel. His 
intercession for the young is preceded 
in v.11 by a plea to be delivered from 
those he calls ‘strange children’. The 

term does not refer to the young but 
specifically to the enemies of God and 
His cause. The word for ‘strange’ 
means alien; and the word for ‘children’ 
is often applied in Scripture to those 
who are mature in years. David is 
pleading with God for deliverance from 
those who are filled with deceit and 
cunning; those who would damage the 
work of God.  
 
But his immediate focus, as v.12 
reveals, is that the young of the 
congregation will be spiritually 
protected to become a benefit to the 
Lord’s work. David saw that the future 
of God’s kingdom lay with the youth. So 
he pleads that the sons of Israel would 
be like strong, well-rooted, young trees, 
promising great things of a spiritual 
kind. But the psalmist’s heart also 
encompasses the daughters of Israel. 
His petition is for godly young women 
to be cornerstones. His vision is for 

them to have 
their place in the 
families of the 
Church; exerting 
a unifying effect, 
just as the 
cornerstone 
joins walls 
together. 
 
What potential there is for God among 
the young! This is the burden and 
vision that we all need to catch! A 
congregation ages with the passing of 
time. New labourers are constantly 
needed for every area of God’s work, 
but they must be of the right spiritual 
calibre – such as the psalmist 
underlines in his prayer. Take this to 
heart and plead accordingly, not only 
for this congregation but for the Lord’s 
work in general. Young people – see 
from David’s words God’s will for you! 
Seek by the help of His Spirit to 
become the godly young man or 
woman, equipped to serve Christ into 
future days. 

 



What was your family background 
in Ballymena? 

I’m from a long established farming 
background, with my father, 
grandfather and generations before 
them working the land.  My initial 
education was received in two country 
schools outside Broughshane, then in 
Broughshane Primary. At the age of 
twelve, I entered Ballymena Boys’ 
Secondary where I completed my ‘O 
Level’ examinations.  My mother 
wanted me to continue studies and 
become a teacher, but aged 17, after a 
year at Ballymena Technical College, I 
decided to leave school.   
 
My first and only secular job was in 
Ballymena Livestock Market, my 
employer being Mr. Robert Orr. It was 
in the auction mart that I first learned 
public speaking.  I remember as a shy 
teenager being frightened of appearing 
in the auctioneer’s rostrum while 
performing the duties of the 
auctioneer’s clerk. But very soon I 
discovered that the farmers were more 
interested in the price of their stock 
than of the one who was merely 
making a record of the buyers and 
sellers.   It came as a shock when, after 
a few years in the Mart, Mr Orr 
suggested that I become an auctioneer.   
It really was the last thing on my mind, 
but looking back it was preparation for 
what lay ahead of me in the ministry.  
 

 How were you saved? 

 The turning point in my life came on 
15th November 1979, the date of my 
conversion.   I hadn’t been in the habit 

of attending church, but knew the 
Gospel as a result of going to a Sunday 
School a few miles from our home, led 
in part by members of Ballymena FPC -  
William James & Mary McClintock and 
Robert & Molly Dornan.  My father and I 
went to hear Dr Paisley preach in the 
mission conducted at the opening of 
the new church on the Toome Road in 
September 1979.  I was convicted of 
my sin at the first meeting I attended, 
but put off salvation for a further two 
months.    
 
I started to attend Ballymena FPC 
shortly after conversion and sought to 
assist in the Lord’s work in any way I 
could. At the same time, I continued in 
the auction business.  In the early 
1980’s, I moved from Ballymena to a 
new auction mart in Cullybackey.  
There I remained for almost 10 years.     
 

How did you feel the call into full 
time service? 

 It was in an Annual Meeting in 
Ballymena that I was called to the 
Ministry.  The Rev Trevor Baxter was 
the preacher and sitting at the back of 
the large crowd, the Lord to my 
surprise, clearly spoke to me about full 
time service.  This call was later 
confirmed through 1 Samuel 10:6.  
Leaving my full time employment in 
August 1991, I commenced studies the 
following month in Whitefield College of 
the Bible. I am indebted to the 
congregation in Ballymena for their 
unstinting support – both prayerfully 
and practically during those years in 
College.  
 

Could you summarise your 
ministry since leaving college? 
A In October 1995, I was licensed as a 
minister of the Gospel. In December of 
that year, I was called as minister in 
Tullyvallen Free Presbyterian Church.   
There followed three and a half very 
happy years in that rural community 
just outside Newtownhamilton.  
Friendships were formed that remain 
until this day.   
 
In April 1999, I received and accepted 
a call from the church in Antrim, and 
this time spent almost ten years 
pastoring the people there. The 
relationship between a minister and his 
people is special and unique, and the 
time in Antrim was most rewarding and 
memorable. But, under God, the time 
came again to move on, and in June 
2008 I was installed as the minister in 
Portavogie. There I ministered for 
seven years, having been made to feel 
most welcome in what is a close and 
tight-knit community.   
 
In the middle of last year I was called to 
the pulpit of Dungannon FPC; and with 
Alison my wife, and Charlotte our 
youngest daughter, am now in the 
process of settling into new 
surroundings and enjoying getting to 
know the congregation.   
 
When I started out as a farmer’s son, I 
never imagined that one day I would be 
a minister of the Gospel. The Lord, 
however, had plans that were beyond 
anything that I could have foreseen.  
There is no greater calling than to 
labour in the Lord’s field.  

Rodney and Debbie 
McCosh with their new 
baby daughter, Isla Grace. 

Numerous men from the Ballymena congregation have answered the call of God to 
enter full time service;  Rev John Armstrong entered Whitefield College in 1991. 

 

 

Rev Tom Laverty 
has accepted the 
call to minister in 
Liverpool FPC.  

 
Please keep 
Tom in your 

prayers as he 
makes his 

arrangements to 
move away from 
his home town to 

England. 



The Youth Fellowship continues to 
meet every Friday night and, as an 
update of what we are doing each 
Friday, we’d simply like to give a quick 
overview of some of the new ideas and 
features which we have recently used. 
  
We have launched a feature called 
‘The Living Word’ which involves a 
member of the Fellowship relating a 
short talk on a recent news item which 
our young people have heard about. 
We are seeking to deal with these 
topics from a Biblical standpoint and 
show that the Bible truly is a ‘the Living 
Word’, and is still relevant today. Some 
of the topics which have been dealt 
with include the Asher’s Bakery case, 
the ‘Assisted Dying Bill’ (debated in the 
House of Commons last year), and the 
persecution of Middle Eastern 
Christians by ISIS.  
  
Over recent months, we have also 

really enjoyed a sermon series by Rev. 
Greer on ‘How to Study the Bible’. We 
believe this will be of real help to us as 
we explore the Scriptures for 
ourselves! 
  
On a few occasions we have held 
special prayer nights, splitting the 
Fellowship into small prayer groups. 
This format is used as an 
encouragement to all the young people 
to learn to pray in public and create an 
environment where they will be more 
comfortable praying out loud. 
  
Our special ‘Bring a Friend’ nights at 
Youth continue during the season. 
This is an opportunity for our young 
people to invite others to come and 
hear God’s Word. Having these 
meetings in our schedule is a great 
way for us to focus on reaching their 
friends and bringing them in to hear 
the Gospel.   

Please continue to pray for all of us in 
the Youth Fellowship, especially 
remembering our recently elected 
Youth committee, the Youth Challenge 
Week, and our annual weekend in 
Donegal from 1st-3rd April. 
 
Our Youth Challenge week will be 
taken by Rev Garth Wilson from 
Sandown FPC. His topic will be “The 
Young Believers Walk with God.” Over 
the week he will deal with: 
 
> The Definition of  
    our Walk 
> The Determination  
    in our Walk 
> The Distractions   
    as we Walk 
> The Delight  
    through our Walk 
> The Difference  
    because of our Walk. 

Glenn gives a brief 
summary of the ongoing 
work of the Youth 

Fellowship and important dates in the incoming season. 

 



December 2015  January 2016  

Ave weekly offering £ 5196.12 Ave weekly offering £ 5080.00 

Building Fund £   730.00 Building Fund £   663.00 

UK Fund - incl £460 
from Parkmount F’ship 

£   617.00 UK Fund £   137.80 

Home & Foreign Mis £ 2528.00 Home & Foreign Mis £ 2381.00 

Missionary Boxes £   398.80 Brian Lorimer £ 4082.30 

Christina Logan £   954.20 Uganda & School £ 1300.00 

Rev Erwin £ 1400.00 Kyle Graham £   927.00 

Rev Cranston £ 1250.00 LTBS Magazine £ 1146.30 

Liberia - In lieu of 
flowers - late N Mellon 

£   740.00 Liberia & Joanne Greer £   200.00 

Missionary Gifts £ 5460.00 Missionary Boxes £     35.00 

 
 

Isaiah 41v 10: ‘Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I 
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my 
righteousness.’ 
 
My name is 
Hannah 
Henderson, I am 
eighteen years old, 
and this is my 
testimony. I was 
born into a 
Christian home, 
and from the age of four I attended 
Sunday school and heard the gospel 
preached faithfully by Mr Greer. I 
always knew I needed to be saved as 
Dad would pray with me, and spoke of 

Jesus and His death on the cross. My 
sister Samantha was saved at the age 
of six, but I still didn't want to make a 
commitment. Through primary school, 
my friends assumed I was a Christian 
because I attended church and GB; 
however, deep down I knew that if I 
died, I wasn't going to Heaven. 
 
I started Ballymena Academy in 
September 2009, and I must say I got 
my eyes opened.  People were 
smoking, drinking, swearing... It was 
scary, and yet I knew I wasn't any 
better than them. I couldn't pretend 
anymore- it was God or the world. The 
Lord saved me in October 2009, and I 
started going to youth fellowship, 
where I met a Christian who became a 
good friend at school too. I started 
reading my Bible and actually enjoyed 
going to church! 

However, it was in the next few years 
that I had to make some hard 
decisions. I play a lot of golf and in 
2011, I was selected for the Irish under 
16 and 18 teams. Although this was 
great, I became obsessed with fitness, 
spending hours in the gym, and 
devoting very little time to God and His 
word. Around the time of my GCSEs 
I decided to withdraw myself from the 
golf teams; and even though I missed 
the excitement of competition, I knew 
that God’s plan for my life was more 
important. 
 
When I look back now and see how 
everything has turned out, I can only 
smile and say thank you to God for it 
all. I fail Him, but He has never failed 
me. I thank God that I am safe and 
secure in His arms, and I am excited 
for the future He has in store for me. 

We have asked two of our young people to give a brief word 
of testimony telling how they were saved and how the Lord 
is leading in their lives. 

Mon 8th - Fri 12th Feb - Youth Challenge 

Friday 19th Feb - Rev Laverty’s Farewell 

Tuesday 25th Feb - Deputation Rev Angel Alverez 

Thursday 10th March - Senior Citizen’s Dinner 

Sunday 13th March - Rev R. Cranston 

Tuesday 22nd March - Annual General Meeting 

email - cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org 
 

Church website - www.ballymenafpc.org  

@ 

I would like to begin by thanking the 
Lord that I have a testimony to give. I 
was born in 1996 into a Christian home, 
and I have lived in Ballymena all my life. 
My parents sent me faithfully to Sunday 
school, Holiday Bible Clubs, and 
Children’s Meetings.  I don’t know 
where I would be today if I had not 
heard the Word of God preached as a 
young child. It was after a Friday night 
meeting that I came to know my Lord 
and Saviour. 
 
I was around seven or eight years old 
when this happened - I don’t remember 
many of the details surrounding the 
night of my conversion. I don’t even 
remember the message preached, but 
what I do vividly remember was a 
feeling of urgency gripping my heart as I 
came under conviction of sin. I prayed a 

simple prayer, 
pleading to Jesus 
that He would save 
my soul and come 
into my life. An 
overwhelming 
sense of joy came 
over me as I felt 
the burden lift. It 
has been such a 
blessing to have had a relationship with 
God from a young age. Although this 
relationship didn’t grow greatly until I 
was into my early teens, looking back 
now I can see how God has had His 
hand over my life.  
 
I left Gracehill Primary to attend 
Ballymena Academy, where many of the 
teachers were faithful Christians who 
offered much spiritual guidance. My 
closest friends from school are children 
of God and have been and continue to 

be an encouragement to me.    
Within church, my faith grew and I 
would like to mention and thank Robert 
Orr, who was my Bible class teacher. 
His faithful teaching of God’s Word had 
a great impact on me and sparked a 
desire in me to grow closer to Christ and 
know Him more. 
 
I left Ballymena Academy and began 
attending Stranmillis University College 
in September 2015, where I am now 
training to be a primary school teacher. 
Although the lifestyle of the world is a lot 
more prevalent in Belfast, and this has 
proved challenging, yet again God has 
put in my path believers who love Him, 
and I thank Him for that.  

I’d like to once again offer praise to my 
Saviour and appeal to any who are 
without Christ to consider their eternal 
souls.  (Psalm 46:1-3) 

 

 


