
A WORD FROM OUR MINISTER

uganda update
Alastair Hamilton writes of the latest developments in the drilling for water at the 
school in Uganda.

On behalf of the entire congregation, I 
wish to offer our heartiest congratulations 
to Miss Dennison upon her becoming 
a centenarian! On Saturday May 20th 
she reached this illustrious milestone, 
enjoying a lovely birthday celebration 
that was arranged by her family. Along 
with the Moderator of Presbytery and 
his wife – the Rev. and Mrs. Thomas 

Murray – 
my wife and 
I were able 
to attend, 
b r i n g i n g 
to Miss 
D e n n i s o n 
a bouquet 
of flowers 
and a card 
signed by 
our church 
officers. 

We rejoice with our dear sister in the 
goodness of the Lord toward her in so 
many ways during a long and healthy 
life. We thank the Lord for her special 

role and faithful service for a number 
of years as Matron of the Whitefield 
College of the Bible. Her labour in the 
formative years of the College was 
invaluable. Our whole denomination is 
indebted to her, and as a local church 
we are very privileged to have her as 
our most senior communicant member. 

Pray much for the summer Bible 
Clubs and the annual Glenarm Games 
Outreach. In addition, please volunteer 
your help. The greater the number 
of helpers then the easier the load. 
Children’s work becomes increasingly 
challenging, but it is a vital work. The 
rising generation is prey to a totally 
godless agenda. Their hearts need to 
be sown with the incorruptible seed of 
the Word of God. I trust that many will 
pray and help, and such necessary 
labour will not be in vain.

Our thoughts and prayers will be with 
our Mission Team as they soon leave 
for Liberia, God willing. Joanne and the 
Rev. DiCanio are delighted that they 

are going to have this team visit for the 
planned two week period. They really 
appreciate that these ten brethren and 
sisters are willing to give of their time 
to help in various ways – and there 
will be plenty for all to do! Please pray 
for them in what will be a first time 
mission trip for most of the group. No 
doubt they will benefit personally from 
their experiences in Liberia, and we will  
enjoy hearing their reports when they 
return.

We are pleased to report that the 
borehole drill work on our site has 
progressed very well, and water has 
been struck.

The drilling rig arrived on Monday and 
the work commenced, overseen by Mr 
Eric Graham from our Lisburn Church. It 
was a slow process in the early stages, 
with repeated mechanical issues 
and difficulties with the drill getting 

jammed by small stones and shale. By 
Thursday, the men had drilled about 40 
meters before getting to the water table. 
They are now lining the borehole with 
slitted pipes to ensure that the walls 
remain intact, and then they will drill a 

slightly narrower 
last section 
down below 
the water table. 
M e a n w h i l e , 
some men are 
building the tank 
stand which will 
hold two 5000 
litre tanks at the 
top of the site, 
giving gravity 
fed water to the 
main buildings. 

Others are building the generator house 
for the pumping equipment.

We thank the Lord for His provision 
and for the success of this work, which 
will make such a difference to the daily 
lives of the children and workers at 
Emmanuel Christian School.
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liverpool update 

BALLYMENA 
SHOW 

OUTREACH

Dear Friends in Ballymena, 

It is hard to believe that, as I prepare 
this report, I am in Liverpool almost 
one year and three months. The Lord 
certainly has been faithful to us as a 
congregation over the last year, and for 
that we are so thankful.

We have had some work done to the 
carpark of the church with two new 
signs erected outside the building. 
As a congregation, we are thankful to 
the youth of Ballymena for raising the 
money for the two signs. By the time 
you are reading this report, we should 
also have the inside of the building 
painted and hopefully be putting down 
new carpet.

The Sunday meetings have grown 
slightly with some new people coming 
to the services and visitors coming in 
quite regularly. For the past couple of 

months, the prayer meetings have been 
attended by some believers from other 
churches. This has been a source of 
great encouragement.

The open air continues each Friday in 
the city centre, and what a joy to take 
the Gospel onto the streets of Liverpool 
on a weekly basis. Now that the 
clearer nights are in, I have been doing 
outreach around the Anfield area of the 
city. I have been greatly encouraged 
with many good opportunities to 

speak for the Lord. I like the fact that 
Liverpool people are straight talking, 
because this actually means they are 
very willing to talk on the streets about 
their need of Christ.

Do continue to pray that the Lord will 
pour out His Spirit on the city every time 
the Word is preached wherever that 
may be. We are all travelling down the 
corridors of time toward an everlasting 
eternity, and as a congregation our 
desire is that we might see a great work 
done for the Glory of God.

I have known the Lord’s presence in 
preaching and we give to God the praise 
of our hearts for His unchangeable 
faithfulness. Thank you all for your 
prayers, whichn are really appreciated, 
and I assure you my prayers are with 
you also. 

NEW 
BABY

Ivan Bailie Catering Co-Ordinator Jim Houston Secretary & Assistant Missionary Officer
David Bell Safety & Security Co-Ordinator Jonathan Logan Literature Co-Ordinator
Samuel Coulter Transport Co-Ordinator Peter Maternaghen Treasurer
William Crabbe Property Sub-Committee Philip McClintock Property Sub-Committee
John Gillan Caretaker Co-Ordinator Rodney McCosh Assistant Treasurer
Joseph Greer Recording Co-Ordinator Robert Orr Property Sub-Committee
Alastair Hamilton Missionary Officer Geoff Rea Media Co-Ordinator

committee roles

MUMS 
& 

TOTS
Little Ezra 
Heyburn’s first 
attendance at 
church was 
at ‘Mums 
and Tots’ in 
S e p t e m b e r 
2016, when 
he was just 
one week old. He and his big sister Elsie 
were commended for perfect attendance 
at the last meeting of the season. The 
other three children who received perfect 
attendance certificates were Rebecca 
Bell, Eden Mitchell and Caleb McClintock.

Mark and Carolynne 
McClintock with 

their new baby son, 
Nathan  and big 
brother, Caleb.

The following men have been elected to carry out the Committee 
roles as listed below.



church bbq

The support morning for Liberia was held on Saturday 17th June, in the church 
complex. It was a lovely morning of fellowship, refreshments and information. 
The group travelling to Liberia on July 14th, were delighted to have raised 
£4335 to take with them for the missionary work. Thanks to everyone who gave 
so generously and to all who were involved in the organisation of the morning.

liberia support morning



MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

William, Judy, Harry and Susanna are 

all travelling to Liberia with the mission trip, to visit Joanne, in July. 
the crabbe family

William. I am thankful to God for 
having the privilege of being born into a 
Christian home where God’s Name and 
Word were honoured.  I was saved as a 
child of seven, kneeling at the bedside 
and praying the sinner’s prayer. We 
attended Wellington Street Gospel Hall 
Sunday School and evening meeting.  
Growing up, we were encouraged as 
children to attend meetings wherever 
the Gospel was being preached. In 
answer to our parent’s prayers, all six of 
us were saved young in life. 

As a family we began to attend the 
evening meetings in the Waveney 
Road, after my sister had been invited 
by a school friend. As a teenager I 
struggled with a lack of assurance, but 
did eventually get peace from God’s 
promise in Philippians 1v6, “Being 
confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” 

The Lord has blessed me with a godly 
wife, and a son and daughter of whom 
I am immensely proud. In a world of 
uncertainty, stress and trouble it is good 
to know that God in whom we trust has 
told us in His Word, ”For he shall give 
his angels charge over thee to keep 
thee in all thy ways.” Psalm 91v11.

Judy. I thank God for the privilege of 
being born into a godly home. I was 
saved at our dinner table, on Saturday 
27th October 1973, at the age of four. 
I am thankful to God for His saving and 
keeping power and for his Hand upon 
my life thus far. 

As Daddy was Church Secretary and 
Sunday School Superintendent in 
Castle Street Elim Church, family life 
and church life were closely intertwined. 

Growing up, we often had missionaries 
and visiting preachers stay in our home. 
We didn’t have a spare bedroom so  
while the visitors stayed in my bedroom, 
I slept on a mattress on my brother’s 
bedroom floor. I have fond memories 
of recounts of life on the mission field, 
around the tea and supper table. I loved 
to hear about boys and girls in foreign 
lands and their openness to learn about 
our Lord and Saviour. I often wished I 
could visit the mission field. 

We had been having difficulty agreeing 
on a holiday destination this year, and 
I did feel a rush of excitement when 
Mr Greer announced the mission trip 
that Sunday morning. I was surprised 
and delighted with William’s response 
when I asked him what he thought of 
the announcement – “I thought it was 
something the Crabbes could do???!!!” 
Harry and Susanna’s responses were 
equally positive. 

I am delighted that we now have the 
opportunity, as a family, to visit Liberia 
to help Joanne and Rev. DiCanio reach 
boys and girls with the good news of 
the Gospel.  I am reminded of the little 
chorus we used to sing at Faith Mission 
camps;
                                                                                                                     
Untold millions are still untold,                                                                                                                                     
Untold millions are outside the fold,                                                                                                                                     
Who will tell them of Jesus love and the 
heavenly mansions awaiting above.            
                                          
Harry. Like my mum, I was saved at 
the age of four. It was Sunday 15th 
February 2004, and mum was getting 
me ready for Sunday school when I 
said to her “I want to get saved, I want 
to have a clean heart.” Mum led me to 
the Lord that morning in our bathroom.  
I thank God that He has been with 
me ever since. This past year, I have 

enjoyed helping out on the buses and 
sitting amongst the boys and girls in 
the children’s meetings.  I am looking 
forward to the experience of going to 
Liberia and meeting the children there.  
                                                                                                                                                              
My favourite verse is Ephesians 2v 8,9 
“For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves : it is the 
gift of God: Not of works , lest any man 
should boast.”

Susanna. Growing up in a Christian 
home, we were taught of our need of 
a Saviour. At the age of three, on the 
5th April 2005, my mum led me to Christ 
in our kitchen. I am privileged to have 
been sent to the Children’s meetings 
and Sunday school. I now attend Youth 
Fellowship and greatly enjoy the Youth 
Council camps in the summer. My 
favourite verse is Isaiah 41:13 “For 
I the LORD thy God will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I 
will help thee.” I am looking forward to 
the opportunity of serving the Lord in 
Liberia.

Please pray for us as a family and the 
team as a whole as we prepare for 
our visit to Liberia. Pray also that the 
hearts of the boys and girls in Liberia 
would be prepared to receive the 
precious seed of God’s Word.

email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

3rd - 8th July  - Church Bible Club
Sat 15th July  - Glenarm Games Outreach
Tue 18th July - Visit of Romanian Choir 
7th-11th Aug - North Centre Bible Club
16th - 22nd Sept - Bible Conference

April 2017 May 2017
Average weekly offering £ 5665 Average weekly offering £ 5367
Home & Foreign Missions £ 2213 Home & Foreign Missions £ 2348
Building Fund £   924 Building Fund £   969
UK Fund £   165 UK Fund £     96
Brian Lorimer £ 2606 Andrew Foster £ 1134
Uganda School £ 1230 Uganda £   580
Liberia Radio Transmitter £ 1000 Joanne Greer £     50
Ploughing Outreach £   982 Nepal £     50
Missionary Boxes £   131 Missionary Boxes £     57
Rev Stephen Miller £   100 Consider Christ £     10
Joanne Greer £     50


