
A WORD FROM OUR MINISTER

LADIES’ FELLOWSHIP
Larissa Gillan reports on the first Ladies’ Fellowship in January. It was 
encouraging to see over 100 ladies in attendance.

As you are aware already, next 
month, in the will of God, a meeting 
of communicant members will be 
convened for the purpose of electing a 
new committee. 

The committee in its present form was 
appointed in November 2010. It has 

f u n c t i o n e d 
very well and 
the members 
have worked 
harmoniously 
in attending 
to their 
duties. Along 
with the Kirk 
Session, I 
wish to thank 
these men 
who have 

served so faithfully in their labours 
for the Master. Behind the scenes, 
an incredible amount of hours have 
gone into the functioning of this body; 
and a vast amount of work has been 
accomplished. We are all indebted to 
these brethren for their service.

It is the ruling of Presbytery that 
periodically in each congregation there 
should be a fresh election of committee 
members. Since we are now into the 
seventh year since the last election, the 
time has come to attend to this matter. 

Three of the brethren who were chosen 
to serve at committee level in 2010, are 
now members of the Kirk Session. This 
development is an additional reason for 
holding a members’ meeting on March 
7th to appoint a fresh committee. 

You have been aware for almost a 
year that we would be moving toward 
this important meeting; and now the 
time has come. Over the next weeks 
I will, with God’s help, preach on this 
important issue. 

I value your prayers for the Lord’s help 
and wisdom in ministering His word. 
Earnestly pray for the Lord’s guidance in 
your own mind and heart. As we move 
toward the date, necessary guidance 
and advice will be given in relation to the 
logistics of such a meeting. 

It is my desire as your pastor and the 
desire of the Kirk Session that the 
outcome will be a blessing to the church 
family; and above all, a result that will 
glorify the Lord.

Monday 30th January saw the 
commencement of a new work in 
Ballymena FPC - our first meeting of 
the Ladies’ Fellowship. We are grateful 
that our Lord was glorified and those 
who attended gleaned from His precious 
Word. 

Mrs Greer gave her testimony and told of 
how the Lord saved, kept, sustained and 
provided for her throughout the differing 
stages of her life to date.  She drew our 
attention to the life of Phebe, recorded 
in Romans 16:1,2; highlighting to us our 
need to follow her example as a spiritual 

sister, servant and succourer (a helper 
and encourager) through Christ.

Rev. Greer led us to Acts 16:12-18 to 
consider Paul meeting with the women 
‘...by a river side, where prayer was 
wont to be made...’(v13).  He explained 
how these women would have met on a 
regular basis for prayer and fellowship, 
leading to the conversion of Lydia and 
the formation of the church at Philippi.  

Much encouragement was felt and 
discussed (over a cup of tea!), by those 
who attended. To God be the glory, great 
things he hath done.
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Dates

Wednesday 22nd February 

Monday 27th March 

Monday 24th April

Monday 22nd May



WITH rev derek erwin
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Q Tell us something of your early life

A I was not born into a Christian home 
but was sent along to Cullybackey 
Methodist Church when I was three, 
and I kept attending until I was about 
twelve. It was not until my late teens, 
while working in Brittons shoe factory in 
Ballymena, that I first heard the gospel 
with profit. At that time I was just a typical 
teenager, seeking satisfaction in worldly 
pleasures. Believers in the factory held 
lunch time gospel services in a local 
Presbyterian Church and persuaded me 
to attend those meetings. God began to 
work in my heart.

Q How were you converted to Christ

A Around that time I started to date 
Anne, who had been brought up in a 
Christian home, but was not saved. 
Through the preaching of the Word at 
the lunch time services and the witness 
of Christian co-workers, I fell under 
conviction of sin. One night, after being 
on a date with Anne, during which time 
we had talked about spiritual things, 
I trusted Christ in my own home. Next 
day at work, Anne, who also worked in 
the shoe factory, told me that she too 
had trusted Christ in her home. We 
were saved on the same night!

Q How did you come to Ballymena 
Church?

A Wilbert Clarke, who also worked in 
the shoe factory, often invited me to 

the services in the old Waveney Road 
church, but I refused. One night, while 
reading the Ballymena Observer, I saw 
that Rev. William McCrea was preaching 
at a harvest service in Craigs Mission 
Hall. It was late, but I decided to go. He 
sang and preached powerfully. Shortly 
after that, Anne and I attended a harvest 
service in the High Street Faith Mission 
Hall where Rev. Beggs was preaching. 
He didn’t sing but he preached a 
tremendous word. This was the kind 
of preaching that we were looking for. 
Shortly after this we began to attend the 
Ballymena church and were accepted 
into membership around 1972.

Q How did you feel the call of God 
into Bible College?

A Under the preaching of Rev. Beggs 
the Lord began to speak to me about 
‘full time’ service.  In the Y.P.F. I was 
given opportunity to testify, lead a 
service, prepare short ‘sermons’ & 
generally get the confidence to stand 
before others. Also, four of us began 
to take meetings in local ‘Mission Halls’ 
after Sunday evening services; we took 
turns to lead the meetings, testify and 
preach. We also got involved in open-
air meetings. Soon invitations came to 
me to preach in our various churches. 
I believed the Lord was calling me to 
prepare for the ministry. I applied to 
the Ulster Presbytery for training in the 
Whitefield College of the Bible and was 
accepted.

 

Q Tell us a little about your ministry 
over the years.

A I entered the Whitefield College in 
September 1982, and after two years 
training I was placed by Presbytery as 
student minister in Sixmilecross in July 
1984. I received a call there and was 
ordained and installed on Wednesday, 
5th November, 1986. I remained there 
until January 1991, when I accepted a 
call to Ballygowan where I ministered 
until July 2003.  I received a call from 
the Orlando congregation and was 
installed in Orlando on 30th January, 
2004. I will be retiring from the ministry 
there on 30th April, 2017 (DV). 

Q What are you looking forward to 
most in retirement?

A Anne and I are looking forward 
to reconnecting with our families 
again and to spend time with our two 
grandchildren, Jamie who is eight and 
Scott who is four. We have only seen 
Scott on Skype. Since I have been 
preaching four times a week for the past 
thirteen years with only two or three 
Sundays off each year for vacation, I am 
looking forward to sitting and listening 
to someone else preach for a change. 
Another thing that I am looking forward 
to is a big Ulster fry! Mighty stuff!

                                                                                  
                                                                                 Rev Erwin is originally from the                            
Ballymena Church, and has ministered in Orlando, USA for the past seventeen years.
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We include emails sent to Rev Greer, 
by those who watch and listen to our 
services on the internet and local radio

Listener in Ohio

Thank you so much Rev. Greer. Your anointed sermons 
are blessing me and many friends that I forward them to. 
My best friend Helen found you several months ago. 

We only use the KJV Bible and are desperately hungry 
for more Truth. I am 76 years old and do not have a home 
church. Too many churches here in Ohio have become 
apostate churches. 

We LOVE you and the messages you bring to us. We 
enjoy seeing the congregation as the camera scans the 
people worship through hymns. We enjoy seeing the hats 
the women wear, and the men in suits and ties.  Is that 
traditional? The hats are unique and quite lovely. 

May the God of Israel continue to anoint you and your 
flock through the Holy Spirit. Blessings to you all! 

Listener in Australia

Thank you for the direct preaching and may many hearts 
be stirred and pulled away from this comfortable life.  We 
seem to be enjoying so many blessings and ease, causing 
people to live horizontally, therefore not a blessing any 
more.

I’m not sure what it’s like in Ireland, but here in Australia,  
there is hatred growing against Christians, especially 
for speaking out against abortion, gay marriage, 
homosexuality and gender change, etc 

Keep preaching  the Word of God in full power; we will be 
praying for you,

One of your sisters in Christ,

Listener in China

I just had the privilege of joining your Morning service - 8 
hours ahead in China.  Job, the unique priestly ministry of 
Jesus and many applications; we, like Job, are accepted 
(through Christ).  

I’m here for a few weeks work and Google does not work- 
but today it did.  Good to know China can hear this and 
I’m delighted that you pray for web-listeners.  

I pray for the joy of the Lord for the congregation.  
Thank you

EMAIL 2

EMAIL 4
Listener in Ohio

Hello Pastor Greer, l am so thankful to have found you 
through “sermon audio”; what a blessing to be able to 
listen to your sermons anytime I want to. 

I live in a suburb in the state of Ohio, USA.  Too bad 
your church is so far away or we would be there in the 
congregation. I just wanted to let you know that we are 
out here listening and being blessed by your anointed 
preaching. God bless you and keep preaching. We Love 
you.

The Lord bless you and keep you and make His face 
shine on you and be gracious to you and give you peace.



MY TESTIMONY

CALENDAR

CONTACTS

Geoff and Esther have been attending 

our church since 2005, and have three children - James, Ruby and George.  
geoff and esther rea

Geoff
I was brought up in a Christian home, 
and from an early age I was taught 
to fear God and respect my elders.  
Although at the time I didn’t, I now count 
it a privilege that I was afforded this 
blessing.  

There was a mission in Rasharkin FPC 
in 1985, where the Rev John Morrow 
was the evangelist.  Although I didn’t 
get saved at this mission, my heart was 
spoken to, and I began to read my Bible 
– thinking this might get me to Heaven.  
I started in Genesis and when I got to 
chapter 6:3 ‘And the Lord said, my 
spirit shall not always strive with man’, I 
reached a turning point in my life – and I 
decided to follow Jesus.  Many times in 
my life since then, I have failed him, but 
coming with a repentant heart, He has 
always forgiven me.

I would like to mention a particular valley 
experience in my life, which, having 
passed through it, has brought me to 
the place I am today.  I would never 
have thought I would find myself in that 
situation, but sin in my life had brought 
me to it.  As the word of the hymn 
describes, ‘sin will take you farther than 
you want to go’. 

God is merciful however, and through 
a series of meetings conducted in 
Rasharkin FPC, when Dr Douglas 
preached on the life of Samson, a 
phrase stuck in my mind.  He was 
describing Samson’s’ life and his seven 
locks of hair that were cut off, and at the 
end he said ‘THE COST IS HIGH FOR 
THE PRICE OF SIN’.  This spoke to my 
heart and in repentance, I asked the 
Lord to forgive the sin in my life.

I was single at the time, and I prayed to 
God that he would guide me to a wife 
that would be suitable to me.  Although 
we worked at the same site, I had never 
met Esther or even spoken to her at 
this point, but her name came to mind 
when I prayed regarding this matter.  
Our paths crossed one day at work, 
while queuing for a cup of coffee, and 
we began to chat.  The rest, as they say, 
is history.  I thank God for Esther, who is 
an encouragement, blessing and Godly 
example to me, and to the three children 
whom God has blessed us with.

Esther
I too was brought up in a Christian 
home, in east Belfast, the youngest 
of four children.  I always knew our 
family was “different” from those around 
me at school. My parents read the 
Bible to us in our home, and we were 
encouraged to pray together.  At other 
times this “difference” was instilled in 
us; for example on Sunday we were not 
allowed out to play on the street with our 
friends.  I do believe that this instruction, 
within our home, influenced me greatly 
- even though I remember being LESS 
than happy having to stay indoors on a 
Sunday!!
We have a family connection with the 
Faith Mission and through attending a 
Faith Mission summer camp I asked 
Jesus to save me – I was around 10 
years old.

In February 1987, our family suffered a 
huge blow.  My dad died.  I was 12 years 
old.  I thank God for my mum, who really 
honoured God and carried on leading 
us through those years, which I now 
know were very difficult for her.  Psalm 

46 was my Dad’s favourite Psalm and 
this became our motto text.

During High school, I had no Christian 
friends in school, but God kept me.  On 
joining a new school for 6th form I grew 
weary of the battle of the Christian life, 
of always saying  “no” and staying away 
from un-Christian things and decided I 
could have a foot in both camps. I felt I 
was being a witness with my new non-
Christian friends. But this was a mistake, 
because I was drawn more into their 
world than they were into mine.  Young 
person - don’t fall into that trap… how 
we live today effects what we live with 
tomorrow, and I have many regrets.

I spent three 
years at university 
in Nottingham 
where, to my 
delight, I formed 
new Christian 
friendships.  I 
returned to Belfast 
and started work 

and this is where I met Geoff.  I knew 
he was different, and it came as no 
surprise to me when I found out he was 
a Christian.  It did, however shock me 
to discover he was “Free P”… being 
brought up in the Church of Ireland 
I didn’t move in such circles!  But, we 
were like-minded in our desire to honour 
God, and we got married in September 
2004. As we were living in Ballymena, 
we started attending Ballymena FPC in 
2005.  We have three children, whom we 
love dearly.  And now, it seems, history 
is repeating itself as we try to bring them 
up in a Christian home, where family 
life is different to those around them at 
school. To God be the Glory...

email – cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org
Website – www.ballymenafpc.org

Tue 21st February - LTBS Deputation

Tue 28th February - Annual Meeting

Tue 7th March - Committee Election

Fri 10th March - Regional Youth Rally

Tue 21st March - Joy Gillespie Deputation

December 2016 January 2017
Average weekly offering £ 5673 Average weekly offering £ 5403
Home & Foreign Missions £ 2583 Home & Foreign Missions £ 1978
Building Fund £   752 Building Fund £   970
UK Fund £   117 UK Fund £   176
Parkmount Fellowship UKF £   580 Milos Solc £ 1049
Missionary Boxes £ 1023 Missionary Gift £   400
Rev Cranston £ 1250 Joanne Greer £   220
Rev Erwin £ 1250 Nepal £     40
Rev Laverty £ 1000 Liberia £     40
Kenya School £   500 Rev R Hall £     50
Nepal £   220 Rev P Gardiner £     50
Liberia Vehicle £   100 Uganda £     20


