
A report of the 50th Anniversary Dinner which 

took place in Tullyglass House Hotel 

Tuesday 22
nd

 November will be 
remembered by many members and 
friends of Ballymena Free Presbyterian 
Church as a night of celebration and 
happy memories.  The 50

th
 Anniversary 

dinner took place in Tullyglass House 
Hotel which proved to be an excellent 
venue, providing a delicious meal, with 
great efficiency, for 350 people. We 
were joined on the night by the 
moderator Rev Thomas Murray and his 
wife and various ministers, previously 
from the Ballymena congregation, and 
their wives.  

Following the meal, we enjoyed a 
programme which had been prepared 
to look back at earlier days.  Firstly, a 
short video was shown of memories of 
the 1975 mission which included 
interviews with Rev James Beggs and 
Mr Roy Sampson and old audio 
recordings of Dr Paisley from the Town 

Hall mission.  This was followed by a 
video of some of the momentous 
occasions of the church, including old 
cine footage of the stone laying in 1978 
and the church opening in 1979. The 
third video was vintage praise and the 
final one was the infamous Roy and 
Wilbert sketch from a Sunday school 
teacher’s dinner in the 1990s.  

We were transferred rather abruptly 
from the past to the present when 

Glenn Hamilton and Stephen Greer, 
assisted by the energetic Paul 
McIntyre, tried out their impersonating 
skills at the expense of certain 
members of session and committee! 

The evening was rounded off with the 

session and committee singing “Till the 

day breaks” and then Rev Greer closed 

the night’s proceedings. 

Dr. John McKnight’s recent ministry 
among us was a great blessing to the 
souls of those who heard him preach. 
His focus on the early chapters of 
Genesis was as fresh as it was 
instructive and interesting. His unique 
style of preaching was gripping; and his 
handling of the Scripture was marked 
by a faithfulness and Christ-
centeredness that stirred the mind and 
warmed the heart. 

The visit of such a godly and gifted 
preacher is encouraging for another 
reason. It is a reminder to us that the 
Lord has men with whom we in the 
Free Church are able to fellowship 
without hesitation and without 
compromise. Dr. McKnight has his own 
personal identity and ministry as pastor 
of an independent congregation in a 
rural area of the state of Maryland in 

the USA. I suppose we in Ballymena  
would never have been exposed to his 
ministry but for the providence of God 
in my meeting with him twenty five 
years ago when ministering in the US. 
Personally, I thank God that we ever 
met because his friendship and 
fellowship have been a great 
encouragement ever since.  

When I came to know Dr. McKnight, I  
immediately recognised a man of God 
and a gracious Christian gentleman, 
with whom I could associate in the work 
of Christ. He is faithful to Christ and His 
cause, being reformed in doctrine and 
both reverent and Scriptural in his style 
of worship. At both personal and 
ecclesiastical levels he is a separatist, 
standing true to the Saviour. In his 
preaching, his burden is to exalt Christ, 
edify the saints and win the lost. He is, 

therefore, an 
example of the 
fact that 
across this 
world the Lord 
has men of 
‘like precious 
faith’. Let us 
pray that God 
will bless His 
servant and 
that many more of the same mind will 
be raised up to stand for the Saviour. 

In closing I remind you that this is the 
final edition of Cornerstone for another 
year. I trust that this our own newsletter 
has been a blessing to all of its 
readers. Pray for Alastair and Jenni 
Hamilton as they work tirelessly to see 
it come into your hands. We are all 
indebted to them, and in your name I 
thank them. 

 



I was born into a rural family in 
northern Harford County, Maryland 
USA, approximately 80 miles 
northeast of Washington, D.C. Both 
parents had been reared on farms, 
and many dairy farms operated 
within the county. My father was a 
pastor. He professed faith in Christ 
as a teenager, and realised God’s 
call to preach in his late twenties.  
 
As a Sunday school teacher in the 
local Methodist church, he 
discerned theological liberalism in 
the denominational Sunday school 
literature. His objections were 
unavailing within the 
denominational hierarchy. He left 
the Methodist church, and soon 
thereafter ceased farming in order 
to enroll in Bible college, and 
became the founding pastor of the 
church in which I was reared, and 
which I now pastor. 
 
My teen summers were spent 
working on farms in near proximity 
to my home. I had responded to 
multiple appeals in evangelistic 
campaigns, and would have told 
anyone that I was saved. But I was 
rebellious, vile and prone to sin that 
was bridled only by strict parental 
rules. Outward exhibition of this 
condition was tamed greatly when 
at age 16 I began a relationship 
with the beautiful girl who would 
one day become my wife. But it 

was not until my sophomore year of 
college that I experienced 
regeneration.  
 
That was the culmination of a 
season of conviction in which the 
Spirit of God revealed to me that 
my unbelief was not a conscious 
decision I had made, but was rather 
the very essence and constitution 
of my nature. I had not chosen 
unbelief. Rather, it was my native 
condition. Under conviction, this sin 
brought great misery, prompting me 
to inquire of a trusted teacher who 
shared one text of Scripture with 
me. Hearing that text, my unbelief 
evaporated and without any effort 
of my own, I believed. 
 
From childhood, I sensed that one 
day it would be my task to preach. 
Although I was not yet converted at 
the time of college admission, I 
looked to earlier professions of faith 
as the salvation which was yet to 
take place, and enrolled as a 
ministerial student. There was 
never a question regarding my call 
to preach; that was clearly known. 
 
Following graduation, I served as 
an associate pastor with my father 
for seven years, then spent five and 
a half years pastoring in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina. In 
1992, one year after my father’s 
unexpected death, I was called to 

return to the congregation which I 
have served for the past 24 years. 
Reformation Bible Church is an 
independent congregation, which 
has always been part of the 
Fundamentalist movement of North 
America, and identifies with the 
testimony of the American Council 
of Christian Churches. For more 
than 50 years the church has 
operated a Christian school. 
 
I married Diane my “high school 
sweetheart” in 1978. God has given 
us three sons and two daughters. 
They all profess faith in Christ. Four 
are married, and have given us five 
grandchildren, with twins expected 
early in 2017.   
 
The nation in which I live bears little 
resemblance to the land into which 
I was born sixty years ago. Then, 
marks of a Christian God-
consciousness were very evident. 
But a class of aggressive 
secularists gained control of our 
government, public policy, media, 
academia and church 
denominations. With devastating 
success, these have removed the 
marks of Christian God-
consciousness that once graced a 
nation that enjoyed divine blessing. 
Today, the land approaches 
paganism, and the only hope for 
America is revival wrought by the 
Spirit of God. 

Our speaker at the annual Bible Conference 

in November, Dr John McKnight, shares his personal testimony with us . 

Congratulations to our 
assistant minister Mr 
Brian Lorimer on his 
engagement to Miss 
Jenna Malcomson. 

Little Eva 
Sands with her 
new baby 
brother Samuel 
 
Samuel was 
born on 11th 
November to 
Gary and Laura     
Sands. 

Dr McKnight and Rev 
Greer at the end of the 
Bible Conference. 





October 2016  November  2016  

Ave weekly offering £ 5043.00 Ave weekly offering £ 5081.00 

Building Fund £   609.00 Building Fund £   758.00 

UK Fund (20p) £   284.98 UK Fund £   132.88 

Home & F Missions £ 2205.00 Home & F Missions £ 2483.00 

UK Fund Gift £   500.00 Dr McKnight £ 2121.15 

Margaret Russell £ 1426.00 Whitefield College £   977.00 

Joanne Greer £     70.00 Rev McCaughey Gift £   500.00 

Rev Laverty Gift £   500.00 Joanne Greer £   200.00 

Mr Lorimer £     10.00 Nepal £     50.00 

Missionary Boxes £     57.14 Chris Killen £   100.00 

  Uganda £     50.00 

  500th Anniversary £     50.00 

  Rev Gardiner £   797.30 

I was born into a Christian home, 
and a good home, in the Laymore 
area of Ballymena. We had a strict 
upbringing and were faithful 
attenders of High Kirk Presbyterian 
Church and Laymore Mission Hall.  

As a young teenager, I was not into 
the things of the world, and many 
may have thought I was saved, but I 
knew in my heart that I needed the 
Lord to save me. I attended a 
mission taken by W.P. Nicholson in 
Ahoghill, and through his preaching 
I felt conviction of sin and trusted 
the Lord as my Saviour on 18th 
October 1946. I became actively 
involved in High Kirk church and 
Laymore, teaching Sunday school 
in both for around ten years.  

Through friends I met a young man 
called Bertie Smyth from 
Ballygarvey and we eventually 
married on 19th June 1957, and 
moved to live at Teeshan. As the 
years went by, I was employed in 
Wallace’s drapery, moved to 
become a buyer in Barclay and 
Crawford and then to Paul Fashions 
where I was manageress. 
Eventually I opened my own little 
hat shop called “Jans” in 1978, 
where I supplied many Free 
Presbyterian ladies with hats! 

Over many years my mother was 
friendly with a lady called Mrs 
Pennie from Carniny. She was the 
grandmother of Sybil and Anna 
Nevin, who are both also foundation 
members of our church. It was 
through Mrs Pennie, who attended 
the Tabernacle on the Waveney 
Road, that my mother came to 
attend and took me along to the 
services for company.  At first I  
went, only to keep my mother 
happy, but as I listened to the 
preaching, I knew that there was 

something different. It was evident 
that Pastor Paisley was a Godly 
man who faithfully taught us the 
scriptures.  

So that is how I came to be in 
attendance at the Gospel 
Tabernacle in 1966, when the Free 
Presbyterian church was 
constituted.   

 

In the late 1960’s, my brother Albert 
also began to attend the Tabernacle 
with his wife Gladys and their young 
family. Sadly, Albert died in 1978, at 
the age of thirty seven, leaving 
Gladys and their three girls. Gladys 
continued to attend and has 
faithfully played piano for our 
church to the present day.  

I have been privileged to sit under 
the faithful preaching of God’s word 
over many years and I have proved 
the words of the Psalmist “Thy word 
is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path.” (Ps 119 v 105). . 

In October of this year, I  celebrated 
70 years of salvation!  I can truly 
say that over those years the Lord 
has been faithful to me, particularly 
when I lost my husband Bertie on 
2nd June 2004, after almost forty-
seven years of marriage.  

I remember Bertie and I singing 
together at home, in our early years 
of marriage, the words of this old 
hymn; and it has always been 
special to me. 

“What a friend we have in Jesus, all 
our sins and griefs to bear, 
What a privilege to carry everything 
to God in prayer.” 

A personal word of testimony from Mrs 

Anna Smyth, a foundation member of our congregation. 

 

Tuesday 6th December - Launch of new website  

Tuesday 20th December - Missionary Update 

Sunday 25th December - Annual Family Services  

Saturday 31st December - New Years Eve service 
7.30 pm followed by season of prayer. 

Sunday 1st January 11.30 am - Rev Ralph Hall, 
Kingston, Tasmania  

 

email - cornerstone@ballymenafpc.org 
 

Church website - www.ballymenafpc.org  

@ 


